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OHAPTEK I

HERBERT SPENCER:   A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH.

THERE is no writer of modern times who has left
any profound impress upon the thought of his genera-
tion about whom personally so little is known as Mr.
Herbert Spencer. For this fact, obvious as it is, the
reasons are not far to seek. Ill-health, consequent
upon a serious nervous breakdown about the time
when his name first began to come at all prominently
before the public, has for nearly forty years past con-
fined him to the comparative seclusion of a chosen
circle of immediate friends; while the absorbing nature
of the great task to which he has devoted the energies
of his life has left him but little opportunity, even
when strength permitted it, to seek the noisier high-
ways of the world Beyond all this, it must be added
that from first to last Mr. Spencer has shown himself
singularly indifferent to the fascinations and allure-
ments of fame. So far from seeking notoriety, he re-iH
